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As another year comes to a close at EYC, we say 
goodbye to the 2013 Board of Directors and com-
mittee chairs and hello to the 2014 Board with the 
upcoming Change of Watch on November 9th.  I 
would like to thank President Kevin Clark for his 
tireless efforts through the year moving the club for-
ward and continuing the traditions that have made 
this club great for so long.  Kevin really put a tre-
mendous amount of time and energy into the club’s 
governance and he did it in a very calm and thought-
ful manner.  I know he will enjoy some well-
deserved time off and he promises to stay around 
working in the background on some of the projects 
that were initiated during his year as President.  I 
look forward to working with our incoming Presi-
dent Sam Benson as he takes over the helm from 
Kevin strengthening our financial outlook, bringing 
more events and fun activities to the club and raising 
the bar of member satisfaction.   
 
 
I also want to thank Commodore Michael An-
drews for his excellent stewardship of the fleet that 
he demonstrated all year.  Michael strived for excel-
lence in every regatta we put on and represented our 
club with dignity and style up and down the state 
and around the country.  In his closing remarks at 
the Commodore’s Ball, Michael really put things in 
perspective citing over 360 race starts this year from 
the race committee and member volunteers.  Encinal 
Yacht Club, though small in numbers in comparison 
to some, is one of the giants among clubs in the bay 
and in the yachting community in general.  Thank 
you Michael for a job well done.  I also look for-
ward to working closely with Susan Jacquelin this 
coming year as she is certain to bring grace and ele-
gance to the office of Commodore with her stated 
goal of reviving some of the formalities and proto-
cols of our yachting traditions and paying tribute to 
the historical aspects of this 124 year old club.   

 
 
As we head into the holiday season, please remem-
ber to support the yacht club as much as you can.  
The weather will soon turn cold and the fireplace 
will be lit.  Hot toddies will be featured at the bar 
and the opportunity to share in the fellowship and 
camaraderie of friends and fellow members will be 
ever present at the club.  Whether it is the upcoming 
Winemaker Dinner on November 23rd, the Light-
ed Yacht Parade on December 7th, or just a quiet 
candlelit dinner in the dining room, there is reason 
to enjoy your Club all winter long.   
 
 
Thanks again for all your support and I look forward 
to seeing you all around the club! 
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As our long summer season on the water here in the Bay wound down, we closed it 
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a newer one.  The 17th annual Wheel Chair Regatta on Saturday, September 28 
was so well supported that we had more yacht owners volunteer and supply capaci-
ty than we had veterans to place aboard.  PICYA Commodore Fred Rutledge 
and our new Port Captain, Nicki Powell-Ford (strongly supported by our slated 
Rear Commodore for 2014, her husband Darrell ) along with the many volun-
teers, did a fantastic job.  The event was well organized both ashore and on the wa-
�
���������	�����������������
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The weekend of October 12 and 13 saw the return of our more recent tradition, and 

if I am not mistaken, the third annual Circle Raft Up.  I hear the circle might have been a bit linear this year but 
am sure those that took part enjoyed the camaraderie, round or not. 
 
The Commodore’s Ball was held on October 19th and Miho and I enjoyed ourselves tremendously. Thanks to  
all of you who attended to celebrate with us.  House Committee Chair and Director Anita Mahoney, with the 
help of our highly professional staff headed by Dennis Conneally, arranged a beautiful and delicious night.  
Congratulations to Gail Waldron  who received the Dan Fleming Award for Outstanding Race Committee 
Member and to Jenn and Jim Vickers who received the Yachtsman of the Year Award. 
 
Next weekend is the Commodore’s cruise out to the San Rafael Yacht Club.  I am looking forward to again 
visiting this friendly and unpretentious outpost in the middle of sunny Marin County and grilling up a storm 
for those able to join me by vessel or land yacht. 
 
The Change of Watch 	������
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���� Saturday, November 9.  This will be the 
last time I author in the “Soundings����������	��
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being a member and engaging with all of its members. I was honored to be asked to join the Flag and I appreci-
ate the commitment others undertook before me to make belonging to and sailing out of Encinal such a good 
experience over the 10 years I had before being asked to serve.  To me going up the Flag is about paying back.  
It is not and should not be about seeking adulation or recognition and I have tried to serve with these beliefs in 
mind. 
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was my turn to run races for my friends and do all I could to ensure they enjoyed themselves as much as I 
have.  Any success I had in achieving this goal, I could not have without the help of many who worked as Race 
Committee in one form or another this year.  I owe a debt of gratitude to the following individuals who enabled 
several hundred races over tens of days this year:  Don Ahrens, Paul Delle Cese, Junior Staff Commodore 
Victor Early, Margaret and Fred Fago, Dee Fox, Small Boat Fleet Captain Chris Golian, Ronnie 
Grimm, Maryann Hinden, Staff Commodore Charles Hodgkins, Kathryn Munn, Darrell, Nicki and 
Marcus Powell-Ford, Bob Pruett, Staff Commodore Tony Shaffer, Michelle Shaffer, Patty Stauch and 
Gail Waldron . 
 
Finally, I want to thank my Rear Commodore John Hemiup and Vice Commodore Susan Jacquelin for 
serving with me.  I picked John and there is no one I would rather have beside me to run a race or race across 
an ocean.  Susan was asked to go up the Flag at the same time I was to join it and I am so very lucky to have 
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tween us I have always felt there was nothing we couldn’t do.  She will be a great Commodore for us. 
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As I conclude  my responsibilities to EYC for this 
year, still to be determined is the location of the 35th 
America’s Cup race. Obviously we all hope that San 
Francisco will be selected, there is a good chance. The 
problem faced by the AC35 teams is that all the San 
Francisco space they used during this year’s Ameri-
ca’s Cup will not be available for the 35th America’s 
Cup. This brings up a unique opportunity for Alame-
da. The Artemis team used the old Navy Air Station 
this past year  and there is still plenty of room for ad-
ditional AC35 challengers……and maybe even for the 
Oracle defenders to set up their camp.  With this in 
mind, the EYC Board of Directors has taken action to 
promote and entice the teams. The BOD passed a res-
olution during the October meeting to offer the Arte-
mis team the same membership package they enjoyed 
last year and expanded it to include any of the other 
teams that might locate in Alameda. We’ll have to 
wait and see what happens. 
  
I would also like to talk about the staff at EYC. The 
staff is here to help make your experience at the club 
enjoyable. You also have to remember that this is how 
they make their living and support themselves and 
their families. It has been brought to my attention that 
there have been instances where a member has been 
abusive and used offensive and condescending lan-
guage directed at a staff member of Encinal. This con-
duct is NOT acceptable. Any abusive member may be 
brought up in front of the Board of Directors for disci-
plinary action as required. 
 
#����������
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��% th.  I 
would like to take this time to thank the board mem-
bers for their support and all of the members who 
helped me along the way. I would encourage everyone 
to attend the Change of Watch on November 9th and 
meet the new board and your new president Sam Ben-
son. 
 
After the Change of Watch my responsibilities to the 
governance of Encinal will be done. However, I do 
have a couple projects to complete that couldn’t get 
finished this year. The first project will be building a 
kayak/paddle board rack. I could use your help on this 
and other projects I have in mind in the up-
coming months. Good Sailing & '"$�
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It has been an incredible three years as 

EYC House Director. It was the challenge I needed at 
a very important time and just as the timing was good 
then, it is important for me now to move on to other 
challenges. I know that my replacement, Andrew 
Slakey is going to do an outstanding job. 
 
I thank those that supported me and forgive those that 
criticized me. It is because of all of you that made my 
job exciting and rewarding. I did not expect that it 
was going to be easy and I hope that I made some pro-
gress and improvements to our club. 
 
A couple highlights that I remember. There were so 
many but just to mention a few: 
 
The night when EYC member Mark Brunelle told me 
I had to make an announcement on upcoming events 
and handed me the mic and said, “Get used to it”.  I 
didn’t know that was in my job description.  How 
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loss for words. 
 
Next, Tony Shaffer approached me a couple weeks 
after taking office in November and thought it would 
be nice to have a christening of the bar and celebrate 
our club’s 120 years as a yacht club and 60 years for 
the building.  Really, is that all???  Where do I begin?  
I better find a guardian angel.  I did, he was Bill Em-
berly, who helped me organize the event.  We didn’t 
have a lot of time as I wanted it to be on the exact date 
of the original christening of the clubhouse, December 
4th.  It was just too perfect.  The plans began.  On De-
cember 4,, 2010 we had 250 members and guest in 
attendance along with an Irish Priest who blessed the 
bar, Bagpiper who lead the Officers and Directors in 
their yacht club attire up the stairs, Food, Music and 
Libations for all. 
 
Burgees!!!! How can we forget them? Do we hang 
them or don’t we? Do we hang them in the dining 
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minute they were going up and the next they were 
coming down. 

 
Let’s not forget those Signal Flags who someone I will 
not mention, (Mr. Chris Hanson) mysteriously hung 
them one night from the beams in the dining room.  
What a grand surprise when I walked in the next day. !  
How do you tell the club counsel to take them down?  
“You better or else!!!” 
 
Suddenly 70 Half Models appeared. “Let’s just get a 
few guys together and find some vacant wall space.  
We don’t have to ask the House Director.  She will 
�
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downstairs, at the top of the stairs, in the middle of the 
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taking eight guys to juggle it.  Where will it end up? 
No one knows for sure. Your guess is as good as mine. 
 
Let’s not forget the member’s boat pictures.  I know 
Adrian and Jeff Rogers won’t.  The expression on 
their face when they arrived  one evening to hang a 
couple of boat pictures on the wall and discovered 
they were all gone. Oops, we forgot to tell you.  Back 
went the pictures to their original location.  Thanks to 
Victor Early  for his patience in rehanging 80 plus 
pictures. 
 
Lastly, there were always items that came up missing 
in the ladies bathroom.  The best was the doll that was 
found in the exhaust pipe of our bar.  How clever!!!!  
Oh yes, the sailboat in the men’s room.  Look up at the 
sconce lighting.  Where else would you put a sail-
boat??  There were some wonderful wannabe decora-
tors. 
 
As you can see it has been fun, challenging and re-
warding.  I never knew what to expect when I would 
arrive at the club.   I have enjoyed being a part of the 
board and most of all for the friends that I have made 
and who have given me so much.   I want to thank 
everyone who chaired and volunteered on my commit-
tees.   I wish I had time to name you all.   I will contin-
ue to stay involved and give back to EYC what you 
gave to me.  I am very proud to be a part of Encinal 
Yacht Club. 
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It's a pleasant fact that Fall offers some of the best 
sailing and cruising weather of the entire year.  The 
weather certainly cooperated for Hal and Laurie 
Lynam's Great Circle Raft Up, with warm sunny con-
ditions helping to make a great event even greater. 
 
Under Hal's direction, the Great Circle Raft Up began 
to take shape on Saturday morning a short distance 
from our own docks in front of the Wind River 
park.  Hal and Laurie, aboard their beautiful new 
Beneteau Sense 46 Varication, dropped anchor first, 
and the raft up began.  Asked later how they named 
their newest boat, Laurie said "Just prior to our big 
purchase, Hal was watching old episodes of the 
Jetsons.  There may have been some tequila in-
volved.  Anyway, the Jetson's dog Rastro was all ex-
cited about going on a vacation, which he pronounced 
varication.  At the time it seemed really funny, so 
here we are." 
 
One by one boats side tied to Varication, forming the 
circle.  There were so many boats hovering in line and 
clamoring to take part, we had trouble keeping track. 
The final total of 24 included more than a few boats 
from other clubs that wanted in on the action.  The 
raft up was completed when the Vickers, sailing on 
their new-to-them J/42 The Truth, winched the fleet 
into a closed circle from a position opposite Varica-
tion. Speaking of boat names, the Vickers' boat was 
named The Truth because, according to Jim, "We felt 
truth is a virtue that this world could use much more 
of."  With the circle now closed, Hal beamed with 
pride and said "When I planned this event, I never 
imagined it would be this successful." 
 
It was now time to relax, and many of the revelers 
managed to find their way over to the Pug Tug. As is 
usually the case on the “Tug”, the appetizers and 
cocktails flowed freely.  At least four dinghies full of 
revelers came out from the club to see what the com-
motion was out in the Estuary, and a good time was 
had by all.  Unfortunately, none of the visiting inter-
lopers remembered to bring any alcohol or ice. 

 
Even children enjoyed the event, and several "cruising 
kids" took turns racing around the circle in opposite 
directions.  As dusk neared, barbecues lit up on tran-
soms, and numerous pot lucks formed for dinner.  One 
of the boats – and nobody from Encinal even knew 
who they were – turned out to be excellent singers and 
guitar players.  Eventually the party wound down 
many hours after a gorgeous sun set over San Francis-
co. 

 

The raft up gradually awoke to another sunny warm 
day on Sunday.  Hal managed to feed the entire fleet 
his famous Pork Buns, and one by one the circle split 
apart, each boat departing with many warm memories. 

 

In summarizing the weekend, Cruise Captain Jim 
Vickers said he had worried about the large anchoring 
load on The Truth, which together with Varication, 
held the entire fleet at bay in the Estuary for the 
night.  But the weather was so benign, any worry Jim 
had about stretching The Truth soon disappeared.  As 
for the Lynams aboard their new boat, Hal said "Sierra 
was a great boat that took us a long way.  But my pre 
Varication days are now over, and henceforth it will 
all be about Varication." 
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EYC sailors got a break from life on the road as we 
hosted out Pumpkin Regatta Oct. 19-20. We had 70 
boats turnout for two days of great racing on the Estu-
ary. EYC fielded a record 16 teams, which meant put-
ting every FJ we had on the water. After a slow start 
each morning we were able to complete 8 races both 
days. With 16 boats we had sailors scattered through-
out the rankings. Ben Rohr and Diego Alvarez sailed 
very consistently, narrowly missing the podium each 
day. Molly and Caroline Colwell took third in Silver 
Fleet. We also had a costume contest on Sunday. Priz-
es were given to those who wore the most creative 
costumes while sailing. 
 
We had great on the water support. Big thanks to Pat-
rick Quinn, Damien Rigby, Theo Rohr, Pat Ma-
honey, David Lively, Wayne Jeveli, Jorge Iriso, 
Jack Boeger, John Kirkman, Arthur van Raalte, 
Robert Ullrich, Paul Dillela, Eran Raber, Chris 
Hansen, and Mike Wilson for keeping the racing 
running smoothly. Big thanks to Flor Delle Cese, Li-
sa Rohr, and Alejandra Gardner for coordinating 
the food effort and keeping all the hungry sailors fed 
and happy. I know they had lots of help and the list is 
too long to name! Lastly big thanks to Barb Grove 
and Maya Raber for being our chief scorers and for 
double checking our work!  Looking ahead to Novem-
ber we have Newport, Redwood City, and possibly 
Kaneohe Bay on our radar. 
 
Opti Team Travels to WCCs  
 
Taking a break from high school sailing I had an op-
portunity to travel south with three of our Opti sailors 
for the West Coast Championships. It was quite an 
experience, and for all three it was their first "national 
caliber" regatta. Cabrillow Beach Yacht Club hosted 
an excellent regatta with almost 200 sailors from 
across the country competing for 3 days beyond the 
breakwater in open ocean. Below is 12 year old Si-
mon Boeger's write-up of the event... 
 
 
Over Columbus Day weekend Kyle Hoffman, Coach 
Andrew, my brother Henry, and I went down to San 
Pedro to race in the West Coast Opti Championships. 
We raced against some of the best Opti sailors in the 
country, and it was a great experience for all of us. 
There were nearly two hundred sailors trying to qual-
ify for national team trials. 

	�����	�����	�����	������

EYC junior sailors (and parents) have been busy trav-
elling up and down the West coast competing in the 
first high school events of the season. Our Opti Team 
also hit the road and attended the West Coast Champi-
onships in Cabrillo Beach (see write up by Simon 
Boeger). 
 
We sent 12 high school teams to the first NorCal series 
of the year hosted by Stockton Sailing Club. Lucy 
Wilmot and Molly Colwell finished first in Gold divi-
sion and while Alameda skipper Aitor Iriso won silver 
fleet in his first regatta as a skipper with crew 
Branden Christman. 
 
That same weekend Max Rohr, Ben Rohr, and Nick 
Gardner were in Long Beach competing in the Cressy 
National Qualifier. Sailed in Lasers and Laser Radials 
the top four in each fleet advanced to ISSA Single-
handed Nationals (Cressy Cup) in Newport, Rhode 
Island. All three of our boys sailed in the full rig fleet, 
and while each had some top finishes none were con-
sistent enough to earn a berth at Cressy's. 
 
The first big conference regatta of the year took place 
in Monterey Oct. 12-13. MPYC hosted 60 teams from 
all across California, including three EYC teams. Oak-
land Tech had a very impressive showing, with Max 
and Ben Rohr, along with crews Diego Alvarez and 
Meghan Oldham placing 6th in Silver Fleet. Alameda 
finished a solid 12th in Silver, and Athenian placed 
22nd in Gold Fleet, which is considered the hardest 
high school fleet in the country. 
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The biggest step up from the regular BAYS series is 
sailing in the ocean. There were big, long term swells, 
rather than the steep, short waves we get in the bay. 
On three sides of us, there wasn't land, but just blue 
water (and tanker ships). It was pretty cool sailing 
with ocean all around you. 
 
The measurement day was something we had never 
been through, and it was amazing what they used to 
measure the hulls, blades, spares, and sails. We spent 
half the day waiting in lines to get measured. After-
wards, Andrew took us out for an epic practice session 
in big breeze and waves. 
Before and after each day of sailing, we had to deal 
with the huge amount of boats in the yard. Never be-
fore had we launched and de-rigged like that with the 
boats so tightly packed. There was a huge line to 
launch, and everybody was fighting hard for a spot on 
the ramp to get pulled up. 
 
The sailing was truly amazing. The waves were usual-
ly 3 to 4 feet high, with some occasional five footers. 
They came in sets, which made it easier to surf the 
waves without having to worry about nose diving. The 
starting line was a special challenge. At two minutes, 
this huge wall formed on the line, and if you weren't in 
it, you were in for a rough start. As the regatta went 
on, our starts improved. 
 
West Coast Opti Championships was a lot of fun and a 
great experience for us, and we are glad we drove 
down. We couldn't of done it without our parents help-
ing out, and Andrew guiding us through this new as-
pect of regattas. It was a great regatta and I can’t wait 
wait to go back next year.     -Simon Boeger 
�

“WELCOME ABOARD” MEETING, 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 AT 10:00 

AM.  EYC Regatta Room 
Some of you attended our previous meeting and 

have been mentors.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a mentor, it is now time to regroup.  

We have had over 40 mentors so far. At this meet-
ing I would like to discuss the following: 

¨ Evaluate what we have done so far 
¨ How can we improve what we are doing 
¨ Define ways to follow up on mentoring 

¨ How can we recruit more mentors 
¨ See what else we can do so new members engage, 

participate and volunteer 
¨ Define the structure of the Welcome Aboard Com-

mittee and make it an EYC standing committee 
¨ Plan the next New Member Breakfast/Event 

  

The meeting is open to all EYC members 
and should last no longer than an 

hour.  Thank you for all you have done so 
far.  It is much appreciated.  Feel free to 

contact me with any questions, suggestions, 
concerns, ideas.  

PLEASE RSVP TO INA 

NOVA651@GMAIL.COM �
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Date    Teams   

Nov. 4 .  CANCELLED , PICYA DINNER 
Nov. 11   Miami Dolphins at Tampa Bay Bucca 
  neers  
Nov. 18  New England Patriots at Carolina Pan 
  thers  ** 
Nov. 25  San Francisco 49ers at Washington  
  Redskins 
Dec. 2   New Orleans Saints at Seattle Seahawks 
Dec. 9   Dallas Cowboys at Chicago Bears 
Dec. 16  Baltimore Ravens at Detroit Lions 
Dec. 23   CANCELLED , Club Closed for Holidays 
� �

We are almost half way through the football regular 
season.  We can't believe it!  We've enjoyed a variety 
of meals over the last two months: Cincinnati Chili, 
Scottish Faire, Chinese cuisine, a pizza party and a 
Canadian Thanksgiving feast.  If you've not attended 
MNF, see what you're missing!  A big thank you to all 
of the guest chefs and the delicious meals they pre-
pared.   

 

Over the next half of the season, the meals will also be 
"oh-so-	

������.��,���
	�/������� Keith Rarick , 
Victor and Debra Early will be preparing Paella, 
Cathy Erbland and new member, Linda Bradford , 
will be making New England clam chowder.  We'll be 
having some Italian dishes too including Lance and 
Sue Bateman's Chicken Marbella, Chef Manny’s 
Cioppino, and Tom Sheehan and Jan Rodgers will 
prepare their famous Italian Beef Sandwiches.  Tom 
actually has the Italian Beef flown in from Chica-
go.  /
���������
�	�������
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starts at 5:00 p.m., dinner is at half time and don't for-
get to bring an appetizer to share.   
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YOUR AD 
HERE  

 

Ever thought about placing an ad 
in the monthly SOUNDINGS? 
Now is the time to check it 
out. Ad sizes can range from busi-
ness card size up to a full page. If 
you would like additional infor-
mation regarding pricing, place-
ment and terms, please email the 
Editor at tpsheehan@aol.com. 
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