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To my fellow members: 
 
 

I sincerely appreciate the confidence and support that I have received from the 
membership and the Board of Directors, and am looking forward to my year as your 
Commodore.  The biggest challenge I have is to maintain the high standards set by 

my friend, Junior Staff Commodore Michael Andrews, during his tenure on the Flag.  Vice Commodore 
John Hemiup and I learned a great deal from Michael, and enjoyed every minute we spent working with him.  
Thank you, Michael, and we’ll still count on you. 

 

We are sorry that Darrell Powell-Ford was unable to accept the position of Rear Commodore due to unfore-
seen work commitments, but he has assured us that he will continue his outstanding volunteer efforts as his 
time permits.  The Board of Directors unanimously elected Jim Vickers to fill the Rear Commodore posi-
tion—welcome to the team, Jim! 

 

Jim and his lovely wife, Jenn Vickers, got their first taste of running a race on the Bay on November 16, 
when we held the first Jack Frost Midwinters.  The day started almost too calm to hold the race, but the wind 
filled in and we got the first race off on time for the 31 boats entered.  During the second race the wind built 
and shifted more than 90 degrees, so we had to abandon.  Our Race Committee members, the Vickers, Vice 
Commodore John Hemiup, Staff Commodore Charles Hodgkins, Staff Commodore/Past President Tony 
Shaffer, Patti Stauch and Dan Lennon rose to the challenge and quickly pulled marks and moved the course 
so the racers enjoyed a fair, challenging course for the second race.  Encinal Yacht Club’s Race Committee 
enjoys one of the best reputations on the Bay for race management, and our success under difficult conditions 
with our first Jack Frost show why.  About 50 racers came back to the Club to enjoy Chef Manny’s clam 
chowder, watch videos of the race and receive race day prizes.  “Thank you, Race Committee!” was heard fre-
quently in the Lounge. 

 

Don’t miss the Cruising Awards Dinner on Dec. 6—a fun event even if you haven’t been able to join in an 
EYC cruise this past year.  The fun-filled evening will make you want to take your own boat out or go with 
someone who cruises, I assure you. 

 

Our annual Lighted Yacht Parade is on December 7.  This wonderful event is managed jointly with our 
neighbor, Oakland Yacht Club, and benefits the Alameda Food Bank and Oakland Firefighter’s Random Acts, 
both very worthwhile charities in our community.  Volunteers from both clubs have been working for many 
months to make the parade on the water a breathtaking spectacle as well as dinner at the clubs gala events.  
Thanks go to Past President Carol Blackburn, President Sam and Chris Benson, Darrell and Nicki Pow-
ell-Ford, Ronnie Grimm, Kathryn Munn, Wendy Scheck, Andrew Slakey, Gail Waldron and Sharon 
Gardner.  Please join us for our premier holiday event, and bring a toy or canned food donation. 

 

I sincerely wish you all a safe and Happy Thanksgiving.  See you on the water! 
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Hello Everyone. 
 
My name is Sam Benson and I 
am your 2014 President.  I have a 
passion for Encinal Yacht Club 
and want to make sure that we 
continue to serve our members in 
the best possible way.  There is 

always room for improvement and I hope you will see 
this throughout the year. 
 
My wife Chris and I have been members since 2006.  
Our 34’ CHP Trawler (Turtle) is at Gate 8 in Marina 
Village so we are close to the club and through the 
years have participated in all sorts of activities. 
 
The Board and General Manager want to make your 
experience at our club is as enjoyable as possible.  We 
have a group of employees that share our desire for 
great service and amenities that will keep you coming 
back along with your friends and family. 
 
The past few years have been very difficult financially 
for many of us.  EYC  has done a great job of staying 
afloat—please excuse the pun.  Membership is in-
creasing and retaining members is as important, I 
think you will find that the leadership in both of these 
areas is tremendous.  
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haven’t done one in several years.  This will assist us 
in making sure your activities and needs are commu-
nicated to the board and staff. 
 
We would like your help on some of our Committees:  
Membership—helps create strategy, plan & staff 
���������������
�����
���������� Technology—works 
with staff and members to keep us up to date in web 
�����
���������
������������ Building & 
Grounds—like to work on projects? We always need 
����������������
������������ House—the main 
event, help plan & implement great parties & social 
�����
���� Race Committee—gets out on the water 
and learn the art & sci����
��������� Welcome 
Aboard—help assist new members learning about 
our club & meeting other members. 
 

We truly want Encinal Yacht Club to be the best 
family oriented club in the Bay Area.  
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High School Sailors or TV Stars? 
 
Earlier this fall the Cal-Hi Sports TV show dropped in 
on one of our afterschool practices. Usually devoted 
to football, soccer, or high school hoops, they instead 
did a great segment on high school sailing. Aside 
from capturing some great footage of our kids on the 
water, they also did interviews with a couple of the 
sailors. They did a great job capturing the essence of 
high school sailing and the unique elements that make 
it a different athletic challenge than a sport with a ball 
or field. The segment aired in early November, but 
we’ve linked the video on our “High School Sail-
ing” page. Check it out! 
 
When not appearing in front of the camera our high 
school sailors have been enjoying a lot of success on 
the race course. At the Anteater Regatta, hosted by 
Newport Harbor Yacht Club, Miramonte placed 16th 
in Gold Fleet and with Athenian nipping at their heels 
in 18th place.  They were the 2nd and 3rd place finishers 
from all NorCal schools in attendance. Alameda also 
did well, taking 6th place in Silver Fleet. 

 
EYC Wins the Nimitz!  
 
The EYC Jr. Sailing Program took home the Admiral 
Chester Nimitz Trophy as the “Most Outstanding 
Youth Program in the Bay Area.” Jean Rutledge, Co-
dy Young, Ashley Vincent, Barb Grove, and Grace 
Hess were on hand to help receive the award which is 
given out at the annual PICYA awards dinner hosted 
here at EYC. This is the fourth time EYC has won the 
award in recent years, but it was especially sweet to 
win it at home! A big thanks to all our families, volun-
teers, coaches, and sponsors for making it happen! It 
takes a group effort to be the best. 

 
Opti Sailors Shine in First Winter BAYS 
 
Five Opti sailors braved the cold for the first of the 
Winter Opti BAYS Series. The regatta was hosted by 
SFYC, with sailors from around the Bay Area compet-
ing. For Jasper Reid and Raekwon Adkins it was 
their first regatta, and they were very excited to be sail-
ing in a new place against other sailors. Simon 
Boeger, Henry Boeger, and Kyle Hoffman competed 
in champ fleet which towed over to Richardson Bay. 
Simon was winning the regatta at the end of Saturday, 
but had a rough time in the light and shifty winds that 
Sunday brought. Our next Winter BAYS event is host-
ed by St. Francis Dec. 8-9th. 
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At our most recent NorCal event, Guy Raber and Mi-
chael Lively (Miramonte) took 2nd place in Gold 
Fleet, while Ben Rohr and Diego Alvarez (Oakland 
Tech) missed the finish line in their second to last race 
of the day, keeping them off the podium. Our sailors 
all did very well in the puffy and shifty conditions of 
Redwood City. Big shout out to John Dilella for skip-
pering his first regatta and to all the parents for help-
ing get 14 boats to the regatta! At the last 6 NorCals, 
EYC has brought the biggest contingent of high school 
sailors each day! 
 
Fall Dinghy Report 
 
We sent 6 sailors to St. Francis for the Fall Dingy Re-
gatta in late October. It was a fun chance to take a 
break from FJs. Miles Orozco, Nick Gardner, and 
Ben Rohr all competed in the laser fleet, while Drake 
Hayes and Aitor Iriso  sailed a 420. Max Rohr joined 
me in the Finn fleet, taking 5th place and finishing all 
his races on Sunday. What is usually a light wind re-
gatta turned out quite the opposite. It blew 20 on Sat-
urday and 25 on Sunday with a strong ebb tide running 
on the Alcatraz course. It was a weekend of survival, 
but we all had a blast cheering each other on and dou-
ble dogging each other to gybe in the big stuff. 
 
New Webpage Addition 
 
With the help of Don Aherns, we launched a new 
Sailing Resources Page. This page is a treasure trove 
full of great articles, tips, weather data, and cool stuff! 
It’s worth checking out even if you’re not a junior sail-
or or a dinghy sailor.  
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YOUR AD 
HERE  

If you would like additional infor-
mation regarding pricing, place-
ment and terms, please email the 
Editor at tpsheehan@aol.com. 
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