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For the past several years it seems that during the months of January through 
March, the club tends to slow down a bit as members enjoy ski trips to the moun-
tains and other winter activities.  Fortunately for us this year, it seems the weather 
is encouraging more and more members to migrate to the yacht club and enjoy the 
activities that are on our social calendar.   

 

This is the time of year we really need your support.  The overhead costs to open the club remain the same 
as in the busy months so the more member participation we can get in the dining room, the bar, and with 
our social activities, the more it helps to offset those overhead costs.  We do our best to scale back on as 
many expenses as possible but we still want the club to be open and filled with member activity.  

 

Remember from January – March we are offering a Happy Hour at the bar everyday from 4:00 PM – 6:00 
PM.  All well drinks, tap beer and house wine are $1.00 off our regular prices.  Also, on Thursday’s we are 
offering 25% off on all bottled wines sold on our list that are $20.00 or more.  This is a great opportunity 
to try some of the new wines at significantly reduced rates.   

 

House Committee Chairman Andrew Slakey has filled the February’s social calendar with an array of ac-
tivities including February 2nd Super Bowl Sunday’s ������������		�
���
���������������������� Febru-
ary 9th Chinese New Year’s Dim Sum Brunch and February 14th Valentine’s Day Sweethearts Dinner 
combined with Kids Movie Night.  On March 1st, Mark and Irmgard Bernhard  have once again agreed 
to bring New Orleans to Alameda with authentic Creole food and entertainment for Mardi Gras 2014.  
This is always a sell out so make your reservations ASAP! 

 

In addition, Entertainment Committee co-chair Mike Scheck has organized Live Music in the Lounge on 
Friday, February 21st featuring Wicked Lobsta.  Jeremy Von Epp and his band Wicked Lobsta will 
take the stage and rock the lounge with your acoustic rock favorites, ranging from Skynard to Bon Jovi.  
This will be an especially fun night as thirteen-year-old, EYC junior sailor and solo artist Maddie Gray 
will be opening for Wicked Lobsta.  Music starts at 6:30 PM. 

 

For all the sailors enjoying this unseasonably warm weather, Commodore Susan Jacquelin and the flag 
officers have organized an all day US Sailing Race Management Seminar to be held on February 8 th.  
Although geared for people with race committee experience, newcomers are most welcome.   

 

Thanks again for your support of the Club especially during these first few months of the New Year.  
There were eight new members voted in at the January Board of Directors meeting so come down to the 
club and help our newest members get acclimated to the friendliest club on the bay! 

 

See you around the Club. 
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2014 began on a high note for EYC cruisers—a 
high tide, that is.  Six boats made the annual 
Around-the-Island cruise, and no one got stuck in 

the mud on the “back” side of Alameda, thanks to a very high tide.  Past 
Commodore/Past President Tony Shaffer and Michelle loaded their Blade 
Runner with guests, as did John and Dorothy Van de Poel on their Sante’ 
and Staff Commodore Victor and Debra Early on 
Surtsey. Tom Sheehan and Jan Rodgers had people 
AND dogs aboard Pug Tug, as did Jon Brelin and 
Tammy Chang on C# Minor, as did yours truly on 
Classic Lady.  We made our way in a leisurely fash-
ion, meeting up (or not) at yacht clubs along the way.  
Many members drove their ‘land yachts’ over to Aeo-
lian Yacht Club to enjoy their famous chili, or to Bal-
lena Bay Yacht Club for hamburgers and hot dogs.  
We finished up at EYC’s bar for some great Irish Cof-
fee—thank you, Dayna! 
  
January 12 was our “Join the Race Committee Team” training day, and new members Hal Reynolds, Jim 
Lovell, and Russ Grant got some great training, led by Small Boat Fleet Captain Chris Golian and Junior 
Staff Commodore Michael Andrews.  Welcome to the team, gentlemen! 
 
Our first race of the year was the Jack Frost on January 18.  Most of the 33 boats registered came out to play.  
Rear Commodore Jim Vickers had several curve balls thrown at him during this, his first race as Principal 
Race Officer, but after postponing due to low winds, and then abandoning and re-starting due to very shift 
winds, he gave the racers another great day on the water. 
   
It’s not too late to sign up for the United States Sailing Association’s One Day Race Management Seminar 
at the club on February 8.  Trophy Chair Dee Fox has worked hard to make the day a success.  We have 
attendees from throughout the Bay area, and it is events like this, as well as our excellent Race Committee, that 
have earned us a great reputation as race managers. 
 
February 8 is also our Chinese New Year cruise in.  House Director Andrew Slakey and Cruise Captains 
Dave and Susan Sherill have planned another fun event.  Bring your boat over and join in the fun. 
 
Our popular Second Thursday of Every Month (STEM) speaker series is back.  On February 13, at 7:00 pm, 
new member and Alameda Marina Harbor Master Brock de Lappe is giving a presentation about the year-
long Estuary Cleanup.  He has slides showing some of the sunken and derelict boats that were cleared out, and 
will tell us what is next in the long-range plan.  Bring your friends and sample Chef Manny’s new dinner 
choices before or after the presentation. 
 
See you on the water! 
�
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February STEM (Second Thursday of Every Month) Presentation 

���� �	!����"��	�!�#$��%&''�(� �
Oakland Estuary Enhancement Project 

 

In the fall of 2013, a major program was undertaken to remove debris, abandon wharfs, sunken and derelict 
vessels on the Oakland Estuary.  This program, dubbed the Oakland Estuary Enhancement Project, involved 
the coordination of several local, state and federal agencies, including Oakland and Alameda Police, the Ala-
meda County Sheriff’s Department, Cal Recycle, the US Environmental Protection Agency and the United 
States Coast Guard, as well as many others. 
 
Nearly six million dollars was spent on this beautification project and it resulted in a dramatic improvement of 
the Estuary.  Brock de Lappe, an EYC member and Harbor Master at the Alameda Marina, will provide a 
slide presentation overview of this project and will discuss steps that should be taken to prevent a recurrence 
of the previous condition. 
 
Please join us for dinner before or after the presentation. 
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ENCINAL YACHT CLUB 
HAS SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE 
 
Have you stopped to count the 

amenities and activities our club has to offer?  We 
will be presenting membership with a 2014 ques-
tionnaire/survey to see how our demographic and 
member wants/needs have changed sine the last 
one…... about 4 years ago. 
 
We started by listing al the amenities we have.  
Here’s a partial list. 
 
¨ Award winning Jr. Sailing Program 
¨ World Class Bar 
¨ Elegant Dining Room 
¨ Tremendous Swimming Pool 
¨ Extensive Lunch Menu 
¨ Seasonal Dinner Menu 
¨ Showcase Merchandise 
¨ ADA Compliant Facilities w/elevator 
¨ Small Boat Storage 
¨ NEW—Kayak/Canoe/Standing Board Storage—

(more to come on this) 
¨ Boat Lifts for Members 
¨ Adult Sailing Classes 
¨ Lawn Area Committee to Participate 
¨ Big-screen Televisions  
¨ Regatta Room 
¨ Year Round Speakers (STEM) 
 
And I’m sure there are a few I can’t think of… 
 
At the time I wrote this, the weather was unseasona-
bly warm and members are using the facilities into 
the end of January.  It’s good to see do many of us 
out there sailing, swimming and just taking ad-
vantage of a great environment. 
 
Encinal Yacht Club wants to continue to be the best 
Family Yacht Club on San Francisco 
Bay.   ������������ ����

��������"�� �*(����	*���

��

�)����,�

Upcoming Events 
 
We will have a booth at the Strictly 
Sail Pacific Show at Jack London 

Square April 10-13.  Volunteers that help staff the 
booth will get free admission to the show!  If you are 
able to help staff Strictly Sail or other future events or 
open houses please send me an email at member-
ship@encinal.org. 
 
Membership Needs Your Help…….. 
If you have ever thought about joining the membership 
committee please join us at our next meeting Thursday 
February 6th from 6-7PM at the club.  We will be dis-
cussing membership event planning for 2014. 
 
Special Thanks!  
A special thank you to Barb Grove and the Junior Sail-
ing team for help and support of membership during 
the Fall and Winter! 
 
Welcome Aboard  (New Members) 
· Judy & David Blumhorst of Danville with their 

son Joseph(10) 

· Michael & Cary Bossi of Nevada City, CA 

· John & Sue Devlin of Alameda with their chil-
dren Brianna(17), Caila(14), and Morgan(12) 

· David & Cristina Lively of Danville with their 
children Michael(13), Katie(10), and Andrew(8) 

· Robert Ullrich & Mari Wallace-Ullrich of 
Moraga with their children Ryter(13) and Marit
(11) 

· Gilbert Zamora & Casey Meagher of Livermore 
with their daughter Grace(4) 

· John Schubert & Diane Figgins of Alameda and 
Missoula, MT  with their children Rachel(13), Eric
(22), and Shannon(25) 

· Vinton & Karen Koklich of Auburn, CA 

Please make sure to stop by one of the upcoming new 
member breakfast meetings and welcome our new 
members. 
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On December 31st, EYC members 
and their guests dined and danced 
the night away as they celebrated 
a “New York New Year’s Eve”, 
ushering in 2014 with a bang (the 

literal “bang” compliments of the Powell-Ford fam-
ily who fired the canon!). After all of the activity in 
December, the relatively sedate month of January 
provided a great opportunity to start preparing all of 
the exciting events planned for 2014. 
  
February begins with our annual Super Bowl Party 
on Sunday, February 2nd, which incidentally is 
Groundhog Day. Given our recent weather, I can say 
with a fair amount of certitude that our local ground-
hogs have already abandoned their burrows and are 
tanning on Crown Beach. In any event, the Super 
Bowl Party is THE venue in which to showcase your 
culinary talent by entering the chili and appetizer 
cookoffs. 
  
The month continues with a Chinese New Year 
Brunch on Sunday, February 9th. Brunch starts at 
11:00am with a delicious array of dim sum and tra-
ditional Chinese fare before a Lion Dance Troupe 
entertains at noon. This promises to be an outstand-
ing family friendly event, so call in your reservations 
early. Incidentally, an EYC cruise-in is scheduled for 
this weekend. So, bring your boat and wrap up the 
weekend with some great food and entertainment 
before heading home. 
  
Gentlemen, last year you forgot her birthday. The 
anniversary card was a day late. The consequences 
of the aforementioned are too upsetting to mention 
here. Therefore, let this serve as a friendly reminder 
that Valentine’s Day is Friday, February 14th. 
Make plans to enjoy a romantic evening at EYC. It is 
less expensive than a new diamond, and contains 
fewer calories than a box of chocolates. 
  
Last month, I mentioned the outstanding work of 
Michael Scheck and Sue Bateman who are coordi-
nating fabulous entertainment for the EYC lounge. 
Starting with Friday, February 21st, Junior Sailor 


���
��

and solo artist Maddie Grey kicks off the evening at 
6:30pm followed by Jeremy Von Epp and his 
acoustic rock band Wicked Lobsta at 7:30pm. Our 
very own Tony Oliver returns the following Friday, 
February 28th to continue making EYC the place to 
be on Friday nights. 
  
So February wasn’t exciting enough. You want 
more. Guess what? You’re in luck, because the fun 
keeps on coming in March. Saturday, March 1st is 
our annual Mardi Gras  celebration, hosted once 
again by Mark and Irmgard Bernhard  and Penny 
McCullagh. And Saturday, March 15th is our St. 
Patrick’s Day party hosted by Victor and Debra 
Early . Looking a little further ahead, April will fea-
ture an Art, Wine and Jazz festival, our traditional 
Easter Brunch and Opening Day on the Bay. 
  
Take a little time to read through the weekly Signal 
Flag emails, as they are a great source of what, 
where and when for all of our monthly events. And 
if you want to join a fun bunch of people who keep 
the entertainment coming all year long, send me an 
email at andrew.slakey@yahoo.com. I would love to 
welcome you as a member of the House Committee. 
  
Warm regards, 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
������� ���	
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2014 is here and we're kicking off another year here at 
junior sailing. Our high school sailing spring season 
kicked off earlier this month and our winter Opti team 
started its season too. Hopefully everyone saw the 
first ever Jr. Sailing "Annual Report and Appeal" 
that went out in the mail. Aside from all the great pic-
tures, there's a lot of info in there about what we do 
and how our program made a difference in the lives of 
so many youngsters last year. There is also a donation 
envelope included inside so that members can make a 
one-time or a recurring donation to the Encinal Sail-
ing Foundation. Big thanks to Niels and Janis Gla-
ser for personally donating these great looking re-
ports. If you did not receive a copy, you can request 
one in the main office. 
 
It's felt more like September than January lately, and 
despite the lack of wind our high schoolers are busy 
practicing and competing. Our first regatta of 2014 
was the annual Rose Bowl Regatta hosted by USC 
and sailed off the Belmont Pier in Long Beach. Light 
winds and strong competition were the theme as 63 
high school and 30 college teams came together for a 
weekend of racing. Alameda, Athenian, Miramonte, 
Oakland Tech, and Campolindo were all EYC high 
school teams in attendance. Big shout out to Max 
Rohr, Meghan Oldham, Ben Rohr, and Diego Al-
varez of Oakland Tech for taking third place in Silver 
Fleet. This was also the first PCISA regatta that Cam-
polindo has done in recent memory, so a kudos is de-
served for that team too! Taking five teams to South-
ern California is no small feat. Thank you parents 
for your help pulling it off! 
 
With a new year the official countdown to summer 
has officially begun. Make sure you help spread the 
word about our Open House on March 9th (see fly-
er). We are going to try to get our online registration 
up and running by early February. Don't wait to regis-
ter, since many classes will likely fill up again.  
 
Cheers, 
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A heartfelt THANK YOU to all 
EYC members who contributed 
toys, gifts and money to the Oak-
land Firefighters Random Acts 
Program. 
The 2013 Random Acts holiday season brought 
smiles, excitement, and joy to over 1,300 under-
served children in Oakland.  Oakland Firefighters 
dressed as Santa Claus and Santa's Reindeer and dis-
tributed toys to children at seven Head Start pro-
grams, two early Head Start pre-schools, the Ariel 
Outreach Mission transitional housing shelter for 
women and children, the East Oakland Boxing As-
sociation, Children's Hospital Oakland, and Kaiser 
Hospital Oakland pediatric unit.  Firefighters also 
delivered toys to 200 families in need who requested 
help from fire stations to get toys for their chil-
dren.  In the words of one Oakland Firefighter who 
delivered the toys - "It was the highlight of our day 
seeing the smiles on the children's faces".   In addi-
tion, Random Acts helped to provide toys to 10 out-
side organizations and churches that held toy distri-
butions for children in need in under-served areas of 
Oakland.  Toys collected in our Holiday Toy Drive 
are used throughout the year when Oakland Fire-
fighters visit Children's and Kaiser Hospitals in Oak-
land.  Firefighters also request toys after 9-1-1 emer-
gency calls for children who have been involved in 
traumatic incidents.   

Wishing you a wonderful 2014. 

Carol Blackburn 

Lighted Yacht Parade Committee 
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If you would like additional infor-
mation regarding pricing, place-
ment and terms, please email Sam 
Benson, EYC President at: 

 

Sam@realestate680.com 
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Well, the first cruise of the year Around the Island is 
complete, and we hope everybody who attended had 
a great time.  Your intrepid cruise leaders couldn’t 
make it to the first cruise of the year, our only ex-
cuse being that we brought in the new year floating 
about in the beautiful waters of Mexico.  We were 
with a small group of EYCers, and rest assured, we 
made several margarita toasts in honor of the EYC 
cruising community. 

 

The next event is the Chinese New Year cruise-out 
to EYC on February 8-9, which will coincide with 
the Chinese New Year brunch on Sunday.  This is a 
“no host” cruise-out, so if you intend to show up 
with your boat, you need to contact the EYC Port 
Captain as soon as possible to let her know you will 
need dock space.  If you plan to attend the Sunday 
brunch, please RSVP directly with the club office. 

 

There have been a few additions to the cruise calen-
dar since last month, so we have included it again 
for your reference.  Lastly, if you are not on the 
EYC cruisers email list, and you want to be, please 
send a request to cruisecaptain@encinal.org.  Being 
on the list ensures you will receive cruise-out Evites 
and all of the exciting up-to-the-minute EYC cruis-
ing information. 

 

Happy Cruising, 
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2014 EYC Cruising Calendar 

���������� �	
�����
������������
���
�����
�����
��������

������ ����
����������
���
����������
��
������

���� !"� #�������$
�$����$	���%�����
&����
'���(�#$	�$&��

������!)*� ����������#���	�+��$	��,�-�
#	��	�����.���/��0�����

��(��!��� +��
$
���������	��1��2�(���	�$&�
���������
��'�%&����

��(�)3�  �	������%�4�������%��2�5����#�!
����#	���
%%��

.����� !�3� ,
���������/
$	-������������&��
2��(��6���,���&���.�%
���
%%��

.�%� !"� ���
���
���	�������
���������

.�%���!)*� #����%
���������
���7����#�-���
�	�
��+�������

��0��!�"� 2�%���2�8���
�
%�������%�'�
�!
���0���

��0��"!�9� ��-
%(����
���7��������0�%�6�%����
�2��������%(����
$	�%%���#	�::����

��0�;*!#���
��

��%:������+�(��

$&
���2����%�
4���%%!������

#���)9!)�� ���
�����������	��<�6,�=�����&���
>�����+����%%���

7$��)3!)"� ��--�����1�����
���7����#�����
.�$?��%
���

2�$�3� ���
�
�0��������2
�����

��(��"!��� ��-
%(����
�������,�,�4��&@#���	�
+��$	���
��(�'����%%�$&��



�!� �

	 �
���� �
 �
�� �
 ��� �������� � �
���
 �� ����� ���� ���	��� ��
�� �������� �������������� �


