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May saw the 3rd and 4th Friday night “beer can” races, ably managed by Rear 
Commodore Jim Vickers and his intrepid Race Committee, including his 
lovely wife, Jenn Vickers, Dan Lennon, Russ Grant, Michael Andrews, 
Jonathan Andrews, Liddy and Kevin Clarke, Margaret and Fred Fago, 

and Jane Pimentel.  Yay, Team!  Vice Commodore John Hemiup, Trophy Chair Dee Fox, and long-time 
member Patti Stauch sold hot dogs and hamburgers in the lounge after the races.  The proceeds from the food 
sales go toward maintaining our 3 committee boats and our equipment.  Please come join us for the last Spring 
Twilight race on June 6. 
 
Karen and Mark Brunelle  brought back the famed EYC swap meet on May 3.  We expanded it to include 
household goods, and this was another fundraiser.  It was very successful, and we’ll let you know when we do 
it again. 
  
The Vice Commodore and member Ted Floyd, Staff Commodore Charles Hodgkins and his wife, Kathryn 
Munn, put on their McGyver hats and managed the Inter-Club race out in the Bay for over 30 boats from vari-
ous YRA clubs.  It’s difficult to run a race with a small committee, and we appreciate their efforts and exper-
tise very much.  We also appreciate Small Boat Fleet Captain Chris Golian, who ran several dinghy races in 
May.  Racers from clubs all over the Bay participate in EYC small boat races on Saturdays, because of the 
beautiful venue and the high quality of race management we are known for.  We are growing our Race Com-
mittee, and if you would like to help in our Estuary or Bay races, please contact any Flag officer.  We’re good 
teachers, and we have a lot of fun out there. 
  
About 150 blue-water racers attended US Sailing’s Safety at Sea seminar held at the club on the 18th.  These 
local sailors will participate in the Pacific Cup, Coastal Cup, Transpacific Race, Spinnaker Cup and even the 
Chicago-Mackinac race.  There were PFD demonstrations in the pool, as well as a fully-deployed life raft.  The 
presenters and participants of this intense day-long safety class were extremely pleased with our facilities and 
staff.  Thanks go to General Manager Rigo Headley, Events Coordinator Maggie Steiner, Maintenance 
Staff Jerry Manis and Nick Bianci, and Chef Manny for working out all of the logistical details of this 
event. 
  
Master Mariners will have come and gone by the time you read this, and I hope you and your family came 
down to see our harbor stem-to-stern full of classic wooden sailboats.  I attended the Master Mariners Benevo-
lent Association luncheon this month, and was continuously complimented on the superb job that EYC does 
every year hosting the boats.  I would like to thank Staff Commodore Victor Early, the EYC liaison, Port 
Captain Nicki Powell-Ford, Maggie and Rigo, and all of the dinghy drivers, ticket sellers and many other 
volunteers who make this famous event such a success.  Special thanks go to member Steve Meckfessel, own-
er of Marina Village Yacht Harbor, who always finds a temporary spot for our big committee boat, Carol 
Louise, so we can use every inch of space in our harbor for the visiting boats.  
  
In June, we have 2 big events here at the club that you won’t want to miss.  June 21 is Summer Sailstice—an 
international day of ‘sailabration’, and EYC is the epicenter.  Come to see the vendors, take boat rides, watch a 
US Coast Guard helicopter rescue demonstration in the Estuary, listen to presenters, watch the plywood boats 
being built and then raced, and much more! 
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On Sunday, June 29, there will be an Aloha Sendoff Luau by the pool at noon.  Come meet the skippers and 
crew who will be flying our burgee across the Pacific as they compete in the Pacific Cup, “The Fun Race to 
Hawaii” in July.  Boats include: Tom Abbott’s Avion, ������������	� Don Ahrens’ Farr 36 ���������	� Bob 
Hinden’s Surprise, ��
�����������	����� Staff Commodore Rodney Pimentel’s Cal-40 Azure	����� Frank 
Slootman’s Invisible Hand, a Reichel/Pugh 63.  There will be two Oakland Yacht Club boats and crews here 
also.  Come meet our neighbors who are sailing on David Nichols’ Blue Mist, a Pearson Vanguard 32 and Sam 
LaVanaway’s Wind Song, a Cal-39 Mark III. 
  
We will post a reservation link in the Signal Flag so you can reserve your buffet tickets.  Even if you don’t 
come to eat, please come to meet the crews and attend the blessing of the fleet.  This is a family party, and I 
know that House Director Andrew Slakey will make this Hawaiian-themed party one of the best of the year.  
Aloha attire is welcomed! 
 
See you on the water, 

 

����������	
�����������
By Port Captain Nicki Powell-Ford 
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cle for the upcoming month you usually write as if events at the end of the current 
month have already occurred.  I myself do this…. You put on your omniscient hat and 
speak as if the future is the past…. Sorry, can’t do it this month.  See next weekend is 
the ever popular spectator docking event known as Master Mariners.  In the years that 

I’ve helped with this event I’ve learned that it’s a little like herding cats by remote control. I don’t know who 
to thank for helping in the dinghies, even though I have faith that enough dinghy tug boats will show up… and 
that they will all do a terrific job whether it rains, or shines, or even hails…. Although right now I’m going to 
look inside my crystal binnacle (bet the rest of you have a compass there) and I’m going to predict excellent 
weather, maybe a little on the hot side, and a harbor full of beautifully restored wooden boats… Yep, that’s a 
safe bet…  I’m told the largest will be 115 feet and that even the illustrious Alma is scheduled to make a visit.  
Everyone asks if I’m ready. “Yep, been playing Tetris all week.”  getting pretty good at fitting those various 
shapes into the available spaces. 
 
Ok. Enough silliness.  June 12-15 we will be welcoming the always fun crowd from Coyote Point Yacht 
Club.  This group is always full of energy and I encourage everyone to come on down while they are here.  
This is usually a pretty large group so no member boats will be permitted in the center basin.  As always the 
member dock will still be open on a first come first served basis. 
  
Heading into the end of the month we will have a few events that will affect the docks.  An employee appreci-
ation boat cruise on Monday June 30th and a Dockside Aloha send off for EYC’s very own Pacific Cup par-
ticipants on June 29th.  Since we want to save room for the Pacific Cup boats to pull in for the party, I’m go-
ing to ask everyone planning on cruising in for the 4th of July to please wait to begin filling the inner ba-
sin until Monday Evening.  The member dock remains open and starting Monday night you can park any-
where within the basin.  As usual try and park in an efficient manner and be prepared to raft 
up with your fellow club members.  Remember the more the merrier.  
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child Abigail(2), Stephen Zimmerman of Alameda, 
Damien & Beth Campbell of Danville, Edoardo 
Donati & Silvana Pucci with their child Phoebe(4 
months), Ash & Cora Zaki of Moraga, Rick 
Quintero & Amy Roither-Quintero of Alameda,  
Yuri & Elvia Calderon of Moraga with their chil-
dren Santiago(17), Andrea(14), and Matias(2),  
Christine Venditti and Matthew Bonnin of Ala-
meda with their child Cate, Returning member 
Elin Graham of Alameda, Michael & Sarah Trela 
of Belmont, Ken & Marianne Popplewell of 
Fremont, Raymond McMurphy of Alameda and 
Honorary member, Leonora Clark. 

Membership Survey Update 
 
Thank you for participating in the 

2014 Membership survey.  We have compiled the sur-
vey responses and published the results for you to re-
view.  We will send a link to the online survey report 
on our website in a special Signal Flag announce-
ment.  We will be presenting the 2014 member survey 
results on June 12th at 6:30PM along with our new 
GM Rigo Headley.  Please join us to review the sur-
vey results and say welcome to Rigo! 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
We will have a membership booth at the following 
events: 
 
· Summer Sailstice(at EYC) June 21st 
· Independence Day(at EYC) July 4th 
· Bart’s Bash(at EYC) September 21st 
 
We will be participating in this year’s Boat Fest event 
at Marina Village, Alameda.  It will be in October and 
the date is “to be announced” by the event organizer. 
 
If you are able to help staff our booth at upcoming 
events or open houses please send me an email at 
membership@encinal.org. 
 
Membership Needs Your Help 
 
If you have ever thought about joining the member-
ship committee please join us at our next meeting 
Thursday, June 5th from 6-7PM at the club.  We 
will be discussing upcoming membership events for 
2014 and membership survey presentation. 
 
Please join me in welcoming the following 16 new 
members to the club: 
 
John Baum & Laura Satersmoen of Alameda with 
their children Veronica(9) and Mikey(6), Robert & 
Jul’s Pinkerton of Cottonwood, UT, Russell Ost & 
Julie Gallardo of Elk Grove, CA with their chil-
dren Emily(17) and Michael(14),  Laura Zimmer-
man-Cook and Joshua Cook of Alameda with their 
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Remember what it was like when you joined Encinal 
Yacht Club?  If you didn't know anyone you may have 
sat alone for dinner and drinks for a while or even con-
sidered dropping your membership. 
 
Well, we want to avoid that for our new members.  We 
now have a Welcome Aboard Committee and we 
assign a 'mentor' to each new member.  You, as a vet-
eran member of over one year already have all the 
necessary qualifications to mentor a new member.  It 
is a very satisfying volunteer opportunity and not very 
time consuming.  All you have to do is invite the new 
members to lunch or breakfast at EYC (we have a 
budget to pay for their meals) and answer any ques-
tions they may have.  We also contact them when 
there is an activity or event that we think they may be 
interested in attending, and we encourage them to vol-
unteer. 
 
Hopefully, now that the boating season is in full 
swing, I am looking for mentors.  Everyone is eligible.  
I'd also like to hear from some of the members who 
have been mentored. You also now qualify to be a 
mentor. 
 
Help us make sure that every new member's expecta-
tions are fulfilled and that they remain members and 
thoroughly enjoy their EYC experience. 
 
Please contact Ina Tabak at nova651@gmail.com to 
let me know that you are ready to be a mentor.   
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The month of May always offers a 
great introduction to the warm 

Spring and Summer months during which the club 
is buzzing with activity. 

 
I want to commend Doug 
Perry and Keith Rarick  
for the time they invested 
in bringing our first ever 
Art, Wine & Jazz Festi-
val and Spring Open 
House to fruition. Doug 
coordinated a spectacular 
art show featuring works 
by members Dave Ellis, 
Margaret Fago, Fred 
Fago, Bill Jarvis , Vicki 
Bliss Newcomer, 
Adrienne Rogers, Dee 
Sykes and Edie Walker. 
Perfect weather allowed 

the event to take place on the lawn, and many mem-
bers expressed how much they enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to make use of this beautiful outdoor venue. 
The event also brought in two new members, and a 
portion of the proceeds from art sales was donated 
to Junior Sailing. 
 
It goes without saying that Master Mariners is one 
of our finest springtime events, and this year’s re-
gatta certainly lived up to that reputation. Following 
tradition, the Dinghy Pub Crawl completed the 
weekend, with a stop at Brotzeit Lokal, the months-
new German restaurant located adjacent to Oakland 
Marina’s North Basin 2. Incidentally, we have used 
their guest dock with ease on a couple of occasions, 
so add this to the list of boat-in restaurants to visit 
this summer. 
 
EYC will be hosting Summer Sailstice once again 
on June 21st. We joined the club during Summer 
Sailstice three years ago, as we were very impressed 
by the members’ warm welcome and the tremen-

dous facilities of the club. Dan Hayes and his crew 
have worked tirelessly to make this event another 
success.  
 
Commodore Susan Jacquelin is organizing a Pa-
cific Cup Aloha Sendoff Luau to be held at 12 
noon on Sunday, June 29th. Commodore’s column 
includes broader details, but this is a wonderful op-
portunity to wish our five member / skippers a safe 
voyage as they represent EYC in a race which origi-
nated in Alameda in 1980. 
 
Looking ahead, we will celebrate the Fourth of July  
in traditional EYC fashion with a poolside barbecue 
and entertainment for the whole family. On August 
23rd we will host the first ever EYC/OYC Progres-
sive Dinner. This is a great opportunity to party 
with our yacht club neighbors, so keep an eye out 
for the details. And lastly, Brooke Garcia is hosting 
our Rolling Back the Ages Car Show on Septem-
ber 20th. If you would like to feature your classic car 
in the show, please contact me at an-
drew.slakey@yahoo.com.  
 
Here’s to a fun filled summertime at EYC! 
 
Regards, �
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Summer is almost here! We're counting down the 
days until June 16th, which is when our first session 
starts. We've already closed a couple of our classes in 
the first session which have reached capacity. Please 
don't wait to register for the later sessions, as we an-
ticipate these to fill up as well! On Friday, June 13th 
we are having our big "Welcome Back BBQ." This is 
a great chance to meet the instructors, interact with 
other junior sailing families, and turn in forms before 
the first day of class. It's looking like another big year 
for Junior Sailing here at EYC! 
 
Adults- you can also learn to sail! This is our second 
year of running ADULT SAILING classes in keel-
boats. We will do all instructing aboard our two J24s, 
which are universally accepted as a great training plat-
form. These boats are safe, stable, and will not tip 
over. That means no getting wet! The class meets 
Monday and Wednesday evenings. For more info see 
our website. You can register using the same link as 

our youth classes. 

 
Our Summer Race Team kicked off their first regatta 
of the year last weekend. We sent 26 sailors down to 
Redwood City for BAYS #1. This is the first of a five 
part series against sailors from other area clubs. Points 
are cumulative and used to determine season champi-
ons. Will Aherns (2nd place), Jasper Reid (3rd 
place), and Dylan Wondolleck (4th place) all placed 
well in the Opti Green Fleet. Cooper LaRhette and 
crew Lily Imani won the FJ fleet. On the outside 
course it was a big deal just to finish all the races. Sail-
ors faced over 20 knots of wind and 2+ knots of cur-
rent each day. Nicolas Gardner took second place in 
the Laser Radial fleet.  

 
I was proud of how all the sailors handled themselves 
in the big breeze. We've got a lot of work to do this 
season, but we'll get there. 
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ties with appetizers and drinks. Dinner was served in 
the Benicia Yacht Club and it was incredible. Fine 
food, great drinks and outstanding camaraderie made 
the evening a great success. 

 
Sunday arrived too soon. 
We said goodbye to each 
other and the wonderful 
port of Benicia by sharing 
breakfast on the dock next 
to our favorite haunt, the 
Pug Tug. 
 
 
We plan to return next year. 
Join us for a fantastic 
weekend. 
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This month Chuck Herro reports on the May 
cruise out to the Benicia Yacht Club… 
 
Benicia was a great destination for all our cruisers (10 
vessels and 31 participants including more than a few 
MOMS) whether they arrived via their boats or autos. 

Winds, currents, tides, and 
a wide variety of depths 
provided the boaters with 
enough entertainment to 
make the voyage entertain-
ing. Arriving at the Marina, 
whether by sea or by land 
was nothing but pleasure… 
unless you were on City 
Lights and got stuck in the 
mud on the way in. 

 
Hospitality is very obviously the key word in Benicia. 
Besides being a picturesque town with great restau-
rants, it has a main street peppered with antique shops, 
gift shops, and art galleries. Everyone from Benicia 
Yacht Club members and personnel, from the Harbor 
Master’s Office, to the citizens of the town made us 
feel welcome. 
 
Friday night we adjourned to the Union Hotel for ap-
petizers and drinks in their historic bar and then mean-
dered into the dining room for a wonderful dinner. Af-
terwards, to top off a fine evening, many of our mem-
bers went to the Benicia Yacht Club for entertain-
ment and nightcaps. 

 
Saturday was bright and 
warm and our members 
took advantage of the day 
by strolling First Street and 
enjoying Benicia’s shops 
and historic tours. By 5:30 
PM we assembled on the 
dock by the Pug Tug and 
began our evening’s activi-
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