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The 2014 Board of Directors is coming to a close November 8 with the changing of the watch.  Many 
board members are “terming” off the board and there are positions available for those who are interested.  
Our governance is a little different than most yacht clubs.  We have our Flag—Rear, Vice and Commo-
dore.  We also have Directors at Large that usually have one or more committee heads report to the board 
through them.  We also have VP, Senior VP and President.  This is the group that is responsible for all the 
assets of the club. 
 
 
All these positions offer a great experience.  Our committees include membership, House, Boatyard, 
Building & Grounds, Merchandising, Youth, Cruising, Racing and more.  Several people have approached 
me through the past three years asking about these positions and the experience we require.  The only ex-
perience required is a desire to get involved.  All the committees have members and all the committees are 
looking for people with an interest in our club. 
 
 
The Board is made up of members that have served on a committee or have been committee chair.  In oth-
er words, there is a progression for members to get invited and come up the ranks—so to speak. 
 
 
The process starts with our Nominating Committee.  Mick Scheck is the chair of this committee.  They 
evaluate the needs of the club and suggest candidates that go to a full membership election.  This process 
puts the best possible candidates in front of the membership.  Whether you’ve been members for a year or 
many years, we want to hear from you.  So if your designs are to go up the Flag or getting your toe wet as 
a committee member—we want to talk with you. 
 
 
I have enjoyed my three years on the board and will stay involved with our club on one of the committees.  
If I can answer any questions, please drop me a line or reach out for Mike Scheck, Chair Nominating 
Committee. 
 
 
My email is Sam@SamBensonRealty.com����������	
������ michaelscheck1@gmail.com.  You can also 
ask any of our board members for more information and clarification.  
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Please join me in welcoming to the EYC management 
team our new Member Services Coordinator Ms. 
Karla Bolivar and our new Food & Beverage Di-
rector Mrs. Elena Vasell.   
 
Karla Bolivar – Member Services Coordinator 
Karla comes with more than 15 years of professional 
guest service experience, an extensive background in 
customer-oriented service operations and business de-
velopment.  Karla’s career roles ranged from being the 
former Food and Beverage Assistant Manager of Mor-
ton’s Steakhouse in San Francisco, General Manager/
Consultant for Bittersweet Café in Oakland and most 
recently the District Manager of Trinational Corpora-
tion DBA.  In the role as District Manager of Trina-
tional Corporation, Karla was directly responsible 
overseeing daily operations of 50 employees for 3 
unique franchises that included a Jamba Juice, Auntie 
Anne’s and See’s Candies in 5 store locations.  As 
Member Services Coordinator, Karla will be your go 
to person in the areas of club communications, mem-
bership, work closely with Food and Beverage Direc-
tor to coordinate member events, and assist commit-
tees where needed.   Karla’s outgoing personality and 
professionalism will be immediately recognized by 
our members!   
 
Elena Vasell – Food & Beverage Director 
Elena will be overseeing our Food & Beverage and 
Event services of the Encinal Yacht Club.  With over 
15 years in Hospitality management, superior custom-
er service development within restaurants, and event/
banquet service operations, Elena has been able to cul-
tivate a great portfolio of professional relationships 
with local clients, vendors and associates within the 
hospitality industry.  Elena’s management experience 
spans career roles as Wine Shop Manager of Masque 
Restaurant and Wine Shop in Eldorado Hills, Service 
Manager and Captain of Prima Restaurant & Wine 
Merchants in Walnut Creek, Owner and Manager of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
El Aguila Mexican Cuisine in Pleasant Hill, and most 
recently inaugural General Manager of Osmanthus 
Restaurant in the Rockridge area of Oakland.  As Gen-
eral Manager of Osmanthus, Elena created and imple-
mented the restaurant’s customer service standards/
procedures, new bar program, new wine program in-
cluding quarterly wine educations, day-to-day front of 
the house financial procedures, coordination of all 
public relations and event coordination.  Elena’s out-
going hospitality related professionalism and excep-
tional people and superior customer service skills are a 
great fit within our hands on management style of 
EYC. 
 
Welcome aboard Karla and Elena…we are looking 
forward to your future contributions to the club! 
 
On the Horizon for August… 
 
HAPPY HOUR IS BACK!! 
Starting August 14th, join us in the EYC Lounge 
Thursdays and Fridays from 4p-6p for Happy 
Hour.  A selection of draft beers, wine and specialty 
cocktails along with select Bar Bites from Chef 
Manny will be available for all to enjoy!  Updates 
about our New Happy Hour will be forthcoming in 
upcoming Signal flags. So start spreading the news 
that Happy Hour is back! 
 
 
ENCINAL DINING   
August’s “Chef Choice Dinner Specials” brings us a 
delicious selection from both the land and the sea: 
 
 

Sesame Seed Crusted Ahi Tuna on a Pon-
zu Sauce accompanied with Summer 
Vegetables and Steamed Rice $21.95 

 
Roasted Chicken Breast stuffed with Ar-

ugula, Cranberries and Fresh Mozza-
rella served on a bed of Wild Rice 
along with a Summer Vegetable Slaw 
$17.95 
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Seared Prime Rib 12 oz. Selected Mar-

bled Cut served accompanied with 
minced Horseradish and choice of 
Steamed Summer Vegetables or Wild 
Rice $21.95 

 
 
Dining Hours for dinner are Thursday–Sunday 5:30pm
-8:30pm and for lunch are Thursday-Sunday 11:30am-
2:00pm.  Reservations for Dinner are highly encour-
aged. 
 
 
ROLLING BACK THE AGES CAR AND TRUCK 
SHOW SATURDAY SEPT. 20TH, 2014 
EYC Member Brooke Garcia is hosting the First An-
nual Rolling Back the Ages Car and Truck Show tak-
ing place on Saturday Sept. 20th, 2014 10am-4pm.  
This event is shaping up to be a great showcase of 
classic automobiles ranging from 1973 and older that 
you don’t want to miss.  Throughout the car and truck 
show there will be music, raffles, games, refreshments 
and a sock-hop style dance off!  If you would like to 
enter your classic car or truck and/or would like to 
volunteer, please feel free to contact Brooke Garcia 
at brookegarcia@sbcglobal.net or via telephone at 
408-391-0101.  (See Page 11 for an Entry Form.) 
 
 
HAVE AN IDEA?  I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU 
This summer season has been full of laughter, new 
memories and a great vibe of enjoyment within the 
membership!  As we start to look ahead to the upcom-
ing fall/winter season, a lot of great events will be 
heading your way that you will want to mark down on 
your calendar.  However with what is already planned, 
I would like to hear from you with any suggestions, 
comments and/or thoughts you may have in regards to 
social events or any Encinal Yacht Club ideas.  Please 
feel free to contact me directly via email at 
GM@ENCINAL.ORG and/or office phone 510-522-
3272.  Looking forward to hearing you! 
 

See you along the docks….      
 
 

�

�



!� �

	 �
���� � �
�� �
 ��� �������� � �
���
 �� ����� ���� ���	��� ��
�� �������� �������������� �

��������������������� ���

The docks at Encinal Yacht Club were first built in the 
early 1960’s.  It is apparent to anyone walking the 
docks, or tying up a boat to the docks, that they are old 
and in need of major repair.  In addition the estuary 
bottom by the docks has been silting in for years—
keelboats of any significant draft must be very careful 
where they tie up, in order to avoid going aground at 
low tide.  
 
Most wooden docks are projected to last about 15-20 
years.  The Encinal docks are now over 50 years old.  
There have been many “dock parties” over the years 
to make minor repairs, replace boards or broken 
cleats, re-do electrical connections and plumbing that 
broke, etc.  But in all the years since the docks were 
first installed, there has never been a complete up-
grade or replacement program. 
 
To further complicate matters, the San Francisco Bay 
Area has a very powerful organization called the Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC). 
Any proposed work or change to the existing water-
front anywhere in the Bay Area must get approval 
from BCDC.  BCDC, as stated on their website, “is 
dedicated to the protection and enhancement of San 
Francisco Bay.”  They take the word “protection” very 
seriously, and getting approval to do anything at the 
waterfront, especially changing docks or dredging, 
requires a lot of paperwork, patience, and politics. 
 
For years the Club has realized that we need a plan to 
repair or replace the docks, and dredge the dock area.  
For years we have punted the issue down the road, 
largely because even a preliminary study shows that 
dredging and replacement of the existing docks could 
cost in the hundreds of thousands of dollars.  And 
where will that money come from? 
 
One of the complications in costing out what dredging 
might cost is that BCDC requires a soil analysis of the 
silt to be removed.  This requires multiple samples 
��	�����
�
����������������
���������
�
�������� �
��
environmental lab.  Depending on the findings the silt 
removed may be able to be dumped out in the Bay or 
�����������
����
������������������������	������� 
	��
nated it must be dumped beyond the Farallones (more 
������������
�������
�������������	��������
������ �� ��
vada and dumped in special dump sites (prohibitively 
expensive).  Just the difference in cost could be a 

range of as much as a half a million dollars!  And just 
to find out how contaminated the silt is, or is not, will 
cost approximately $30,000 for the sampling and lab 
work. 
 
The Long Range Planning Committee is undertak-
ing a study (over the next several months) to figure 
out what to do with the docks.  We will plan and get 
soil samples and get the lab analysis required to figure 
out how much dredging is required, and what it will 
cost.  We will look at several alternatives for repair-
ing/replacing the current docks.  The alternatives will 
include, at a minimum: 
 
· Replacing the existing configuration with wooden 

docks, including new pilings as required. 
· Replacing the existing configuration with concrete 

docks, including new pilings as required. 
· Changing the configuration to reduce the size of 

the current “U” cruise-in area, and add several 
slips for berthing by club members (probably in 
the 40 ft. range). 

· Reconfigure, and add dock space for the junior 
sailing program. 

· Negotiate with Wind River to, hopefully, gain wa-
ter rights to the small cove next to the current jun-
ior sailing docks (the area with several concrete 
pier supports that were left after the old railroad 
pier was destroyed).  They have refused this re-
quest in the past, but we are trying again. 

 
Working with the Board and the Finance Committee, 
we will investigate alternative ways to come up with 
the funds required by the various alternatives. 
 
There will be an introductory presentation on this sub-
ject at the September meeting of the EYC Board of 
Directors, and member comments are welcome.  De-
tailed alternatives and costs will not be available at 
that meeting. 
 
After several alternatives and the associated costs are 
developed, the alternatives will be presented to the 
EYC Board of Directors.  After that, the alternatives 
will be presented to the membership for a vote, includ-
ing the costs and proposed ways to fund each alterna-
tive.  Whatever is chosen, it is likely to be a multi-year 
effort both in terms of development, funding, and 
eventual implementation. 
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This year’s Fourth of July Celebration 
was so much fun! After the Alameda 

Mayor’s Fourth of July Parade (I hear that somebody 
kept their water balloons on ice until launch time), we 
gathered poolside for our traditional BYOM (bring 
your own meats) barbecue. Special thanks goes out to 
Jerry Johnson for putting canopies over the dining 
tables. It was a hot day, and the shade was greatly ap-
preciated. I also want to thank Marilyn Pomeroy, 
Jan Rodgers and Brooke Garcia for putting up deco-
rations – the club looked very festive – and General 
Manager Rigo Headley for emceeing the day and 
running the swim races and Ray Thomas for running 
the adult musical chairs. Jeff and I hosted several 
guests, all of whom had a wonderful time and raved 
about the club. Combining a true slice of Americana 
with our beautiful facilities and the welcoming spirit 
of our members, this yearly event is such a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase the club to family and friends 
who might be interested in membership. 
 
Our first Oakland Yacht Club / Encinal Yacht Club 
Progressive Dinner is coming up on Saturday, Au-
gust 23rd. The progressive begins at 5:00pm at EYC 
with an EYC versus OYC appetizer contest. This is 
the perfect opportunity to hone your culinary skills 
and show OYC that our members are the best chefs in 
Alameda! Wines will be hosted by OYC member-
owned Lightheart Cellars, and bottles will be availa-
ble for purchase at a discount. At 6:15pm, we embark 
on a search for the hidden burgee en route to OYC for 
dinner. After dinner, the real party continues at EYC 
with live music by the Hudson Street Band and a 
spectacular dessert buffet. All of this for only $35.00! 
We need 100 attendees to break even, so you can help 
us out by calling in your reservation right now (510) 
522-3272. 
 
Brooke Garcia is hosting another EYC first – the 
Rolling Back the Ages Car and Truck Show to be 
held on Saturday, September 20th. Looking further 
ahead, mark your calendars for Oktoberfest on Sat-
urday, October 4th, the Commodore’s Ball on Sat-
urday, October 25th, and the Halloween Party on 
Friday, October 31st. This year is flying by. 
 

 
 
 
 
Ahoy, Cruisers! July kicked off with 
many members bringing their boats 

over to Encinal to enjoy the Fourth of July festivities 
at the club. It was a fun three days packed with great 
activities including games, sailing, barbecues, swim-
ming, and visiting with fellow members and their 
guests from near and far. And the fireworks shows 
around the Estuary were a sight to behold!  
 
The recent cruise out to Sausalito’s Schoonmaker 
Marina on July 18-20 proves that it takes more than a 
little wind and rain to keep the EYC cruising fleet 
from having a really, really good time.  We had 14 
boats attend, filling up the entire guest dock plus a 
couple of slips. Additionally, eight cruisers drove over 
for Saturday night’s dinner.  
 
On Saturday, in addition to our usual over-the-top ap-
petizers prepared by our very own fleet members, 
Chris and Sam Benson arranged for a variety of 
handcrafted cocktails based on Sammy Hagar Rums. 
Next, we hiked over to Saylor’s Mexican restaurant 
where we took over the Cabo Wabo room.  We en-
joyed Mexican cuisine and margaritas with, you 
guessed it, Sammy Hagar’s Cabo Wabo tequila.  
 
Sunday greeted us with overcast skies and drizzle 
for our dockside breakfast spread.  As matter of fact, 
within 10 minutes of the feast getting underway, it 
started to rain – yes, rain!  How did the EYC fleet 
cope with this unexpected event? Without dropping 
a beat, we donned our weather gear and continued 
with the festivities, of course. A big giant thanks go 
out to Sam and Chris Benson for all of their hard 
work in arranging for a truly memorable cruise!  
 

Upcoming Cruises:  Delta Daze is coming up soon 
(August 9 -16), but there is still time to sign up.  The 
Family Cruise Out to Angel Island is on August 
16-!"��������������
�#
���
���
���#�����������
���
�����������������������#����	�$�%
���&����	���
will see a cruise out to San Francisco’s Pier 39�����
tails will follow soon. Please email cruisecap-
tains@encinal.org to sign up to the cruiser’s mailing 
list if you would like detailed an-
nouncements of upcoming events.  ������������
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The end of June and all of July were full of lots of great on-the-water activities.  
The Board of Directors hosted most of our employees for a Monday ride on 

David and Anneke Dury’s luxurious yacht, Paramour.  The employees and their friends were wonderful ship
-board guests and enjoyed the cruise immensely.  Then the Board cooked and served them a delicious barbecue 
by the pool, with General Manager Rigo Headley tending bar for them.  This was the first of our (soon-to-
be) Annual Employee Appreciation Day.  It is a sincere thank you for the superb team of hard-working folks 
we rely on the keep our Club as special as it is. 
  
Others will write about the July 4th festivities elsewhere in this issue.  But I have to say that Anita Mahoney, 
Laurie Lynam, and myself had a ball waving to the crowds from Kevin Clark’s Melges 24, Smokin’, while it 
was being towed by Michael Andrew’s truck being driven by John Hemiup and Ray Thomas in one of the 
best parades in America.  And Ray’s cigar didn’t even get wet! 
 
Chris Golian kept our Small Boat races going in spite of some equipment failure, and our big boat races in-
cluded our Summer Twilight Friday night races, ably managed by Jim Vickers and John Hemiup, and the 
Yacht Racing Association’s Summer Regatta Series Race #1.  Charles Hodgkins was Principal Race Officer 
for the Summer Race, and his crew of Jim Vickers, Ken and Marianne Popplewell, Kathryn Munn, Dar-
rell and Nicki Powell-Ford and yours truly managed some great races in spite of shifting winds and tides and 
the fact that another large race was running in the same general vicinity.  I keep mentioning the great reputa-
tion that EYC’s Race Committee enjoys throughout the Bay, and this was another example of our near-
perfection under pressure! 
 
An event at the end of the month, happening after the Soundings went to press, was the Sir Francis Chiches-
ter Memorial Laser Race Around the Island.  This race, in which the Lasers begin in a ‘starting box’ in 
front of the club, then choose to take Alameda to either port or starboard, started in the 1960’s, and many 
world-class dinghy sailors have raced in it.  It stopped in the last decade, but the Laser Association asked us to 
run it last year.  It was very successful, and so we are doing it again.  It is great fun to see the sailors trying to 
get under Alameda’s bridges, as their masts are too tall at high tide.  They can get out and push, or tilt the boats 
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August will see the ever-popular Second Half Opener, where many boats from other clubs race with us on a 
Saturday, come to EYC for the night, and then race again on Sunday.  I do hope you come to the club to wel-
come the racers and enjoy the party.  This event is organized by Charles Hodgkins, Don Ahrens, John 
Hemiup and Andrew Slakey, with lots of help from Grace Hess and Stephanie Lucas. 
 
We’ll have 2 more Friday Twilights, on August 1st and 15th����	�����������������#
������	����
��
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take place right in front of us and join us for dinner in the restaurant or lounge.  As a fund raiser, the Race 
Committee sells cook-your-own hamburgers and hot dogs for the grill on the upper deck outside the bar. 
 
The Gracie & George Regatta is August 24.  This double-handed race has a lady skipper and a gentleman 
crew and is raced in the South Bay.  Grab your boat and favorite partner and sign up for this fun race.  There 
are also lots of cruise outs to join in August—see our Cruise Captains’ column for details. 
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Although not an on-the-water activity, I would like to mention our Progressive Dinner, hosted by us and 
our good neighbors at Oakland Yacht Club on August 23.  Here is a great opportunity for us to see OYC’s 
lovely clubhouse and meet their friendly staff and really great members.  Our House Committee, and theirs, is 
working very hard to make this a very special event.  Please watch the Signal Flag for reservation details. 
 
Fair Winds, 
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By Port Captain Nicki Powell-Ford 
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July started off with a fury of activity on the docks.  The Luau and Pacific Cup sendoff on June 29th was a 
great success with 6 ocean going vessels and their crews lined up on our docks to receive their Hawaiian 
blessings in a beautiful and solemn occasion.  Susan Jacquelyn and Andrew Slakey did a wonderful job pre-
paring for the event and everyone had a great time. Thank you to everyone who waited to swarm the docks for 
the 4th of July so that these events could occur. As the designated free-for-all dock time approached, the 
boats were circling and by 6:30 the docks were starting to take on the usual 4th of July festiveness.   I hear eve-
ryone had a wonderful time at the event with the swim meet conducted by our new General Manager Rigo 
being a highlight.  I’m sure someone else will write about the details, but from what I hear it was a memorable 
day. 
 
On August 2nd the docks will once again play host to the Second Half Opener.  This is one of those rare 
weekends when the docks are closed to anyone not participating in the event.  The boats will finish and fill our 
basin from one side to the other.  This year one of the clubs favorite bands, “Wicked Lobsta” , will be playing 
upstairs later in the evening to keep the party going.  Details about the dock closing will be posted in the Sig-
nal Flag so keep on the lookout for specifics. 
  
On August 15-17th the Half Moon Bay Yacht Club will be visiting.  Let’s give them a big welcome.  I know 
they will roll out the red carpet for us when we reciprocate with a visit during the Labor Day weekend festivi-
ties.  On August 22-24th Corinthian Yacht Club will visit .  This is usually a very large and lively group with 
an expected 15-20 boats.    Even with these cruise ins members are always welcome to make use of the mem-
ber dock (dock A) and I encourage everyone to come down, visit your club, eat, drink and be merry.  It is 
��������
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check in with the office, fly your burgee, and on busy weekends be prepared to raft up if necessary. If you are 
worried about docking, let me know a little in advance and I can usually have someone there to help catch 
your lines and pull you in.   If you wish to dock in the basin (we all have our favorite spot) it is particularly 
important that you check in with me in advance.  If the cruise in is small we can still fit a few boats in the cen-
ter basin.  We just want to make sure we avoid the situation where a scheduled club full of boats arrives after 
sailing clear across the bay only to find “there is no room at the inn”. 
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We're more than half way through 
summer, and it's been a busy one! The staff can't re-
member a windier summer on the estuary. Its made 
learning to sail challenging at times, but those that 
stick with it are going to become really good sailors! 
The race teams have been enjoying the great breeze 
and taking to the road for some bigger events too. 
 
Simon Boeger, Henry Boeger, Kyle Hoffman, and 
Dylan Wondolleck traveled to the Columbia River 
Gorge a few weeks ago to compete in the Ripple Re-
gatta and Clinic. Simon Boeger placed first against a 
competitive fleet from the Northwest and Bay Area. It 
was also Simon's first regatta win. All the boys im-
proved tremendously in the week they spent at Cas-
cade Locks. We're hoping the regatta becomes an an-
nual tradition. 
The 420 sailors just got back from San Diego where 
they competed in the US National Championships. 

The 55 boat fleet was very competitive, with SoCal 
programs very well represented. There were three 
long days of racing out of Coronado Roads in the 
open ocean. I was really proud of the way Tori Old-
ham, Sofia Kirkman, Aitor Iriso, Noelle Siroit, Na-
talie Corkhill, Michael Lively, MJ Howland, and 
Meghan Oldham all sailed. This is the first nationals 
appearance for our 420 team in many years, and alt-
hough the results might not have met sailor expecta-
tions, this was a big step in the right direction. Sailing 
against tough competition is always the best way to 
get faster! 

The Svendsen's Summer Splash here at EYC was a 
welcome opportunity to sail against other clubs in our 
home waters. We had great support from our parent 
volunteers, which made for a great event. Big thanks 
to Barb Grove, Flor Delle Cese, and Grace Glenn 
for organizing the shore team. Steve Grove and his 
team of volunteers did a great job running races on the 
Alpha Course. I was lucky enough to have Bob and 
Pam Carlen helping me on the Bravo Course RC boat 
all weekend. We put on the best regattas because we 
have the best volunteers! 
 
The Svend Svendsen Memorial Trophy was presented 
for the first time this year. This perpetual trophy will 
be engraved with the winners of each fleet and remain 
on display in the EYC trophy case for many years to 
come. This year EYC was well represented on the po-
dium, winning four of the five classes. Big kudos to 

Jonathan Andrews with crews Thomas Zenner and 
Liam Orozco for winning the FJ fleet. Drake Hayes 
and Natalie Corkhill  ran away with the 420 division 
winning the last four races of the regatta. Miles Oroz-
co edged out Max and Ben Rohr to win the Laser 
Full Rig fleet. Simon Boeger extended his winning 
streak in the championship Opti fleet, taking first over-
all among the different age groups.  
 
Cheers, 
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YOUR AD 
HERE  

If you would like additional infor-
mation regarding pricing, place-
ment and terms, please email 
Sam Benson, EYC President at: 

 

 

Sam@realestate680.com 

2014 EYC Cruising 
Calendar 
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